English Language Teaching and Linguistics Studies
ISSN 2640-9836 (Print) ISSN 2640-9844 (Online)
\ol. 4, No. 4, 2022
www.scholink.org/ojs/index.php/eltls

Original Paper

Prosodic Morphology of Verb and Adjective Syllables in Yi

Moyinai JIMU*
' Southwest Minzu University. Chengdu. China

Received: October 21, 202 Accepted: November 28, 2022  Online Published: December 1, 2022
doi:10.22158/eltls.v4n4p105 URL: http://dx.doi.org/10.22158/eltls.v4n4p105

Abstract

Prosodic morphology is an important research object of prosodic typology, and also one of the
important elements of prosody and morphology. This paper briefly discusses the prosodic form of the Yi
language in terms of the number of syllables in verbs and adjectives. Pure verbs in Yi language usually
appear in the form of single syllables. When restricted in grammatical activities, they are always
flexibly used by adding the number of syllables, the most obvious one being nominalization. There are
two types of adjectives in the Yi language, namely property adjective and state adjective. They can be
mainly differentiated in terms of the syllable numbers of a word: the property adjectives are often
monosyllabic, while the state adjectives are polysyllabic. The category of level is also expressed by

adjusting the number of syllables. The more syllables, the greater the category of level change.

1. Number of Syllables and Prosodic Form

In Sino-Tibetan language, the lexical system of many languages is based on the number of syllables,
such as Chinese, Tibetan, Yi and so on. From the prosodic hierarchy theory proposed by McMarthy and
Prince (1993), prosodic words were constructed following a “Binary Branching”. In syllabic languages,
a foot is divided on the basis of syllables. Thus, Feng Shengli (1995) proposed the degenerate “standard
foot”, “degenerate foot” and “super foot” in an analysis of the length and degenerate structure of
Chinese syllables.

Jiang Di (2021) pointed out that “the number of syllables is first represented by the syllable length of a
word and reflected in word form. Word form includes two elements: word length and word type. Word
length is measured in syllables, and it can be distinguished from monosyllabic words, two-syllable
words, three-syllable words and multi-syllable words. Word type refers to the lexical classification of
simple words, derived words, overlapping words and compound words, which is related to both
syllable length and word type category.” Therefore, it is very necessary to discuss prosody and
morphology at the level of syllable number in typology.

“Accordng to the number of syllables, Yi morphemes can be divided into monosyllabic morphemes and
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polysyllabic segmented morphemes, among which polysyllabic segmented morphemes can be divided
into two syllabic and polysyllabic morphemes.” (2010, p. 156) Yi monosyllabic morphemes can be
used alone, and can also be used with other morphemes through word formation and in configurations
of new words. These morphemes have very strong word-building functionality, such as the root “I
no=3 (Yi) combined with another root “Xho=2 (language) constitute “I Xno=Ho=22 (Yi language). In
multi-syllable morphemes, the mainly method of composition is through the use of the compound
words. Additional methods include the use of prefixes, infixes and suffixes, such as 1 & a®ho3¥mom)
with “Jl a=8 as the prefix, 1 ¥ H noZ/x3muHdon’t work), with “I* a=2 as the infix, and % fvo* zw=s
(piglet) with “;zw=® as the suffix. This paper discusses the syllable number of verbs and adjectives in

Yi to describe the prosodic form of syllable number in Yi language.

2. Number of Syllables and Nominalization of Verbs

In Yi, most verbs are monosyllabic with strong word-formation ability. Morphemes are often added to
change the word length and thus the lexical category. Nominalization is a typical manifestation. The
following examples will be grouped into two categories.

2.1 Nominalization of Verbs with Affixes

Adding an affix to the verb nominalizes the verb. This changes the lexical category of the word and
represents a common means of word formation in the Yi language. Some of the most common suffixes
are 0de=Bndu=BY lu=8  dzu*, and Imo=-Some prominent examples include:

(1) Verb Verb + Affix — Noun

©zo=learn) H¥zo*de* (school)

Hmu=¥do) Himu3RAdu=¥deeds)

Fmhass (teach) FImha®mo?! (teacher)

It can be seen that after adding affixes to the verb ©zo=&(learn) , Hmu=¥(do) , andfkm"a* (teach), the
verb becomes nominalized and is used as a noun, thus serving as a subject, predicate or other
grammatical function. Such as:

(2) 8% 08 ¥X ¥ND.

tsho?'yoFzoMduEkoFFpuPlato™ .

they school from come back (they’re back from school)

§J X6 R4 5O

mPa**mo?! ts"**ma’*? thw=)** mha>>dzi** ma*

teacher this book teach well one (The teacher teaches well)

Thus, its lexical attribute is related to the number of syllables. To nominalize a verb, it is necessary to
add other morphemes after the verb. Thus turning a monosyllabic verb

into a two-syllable noun.

2.2 Monosyllabic and Syllabic Structure Category of Verbs

In Yi, there are mainly monosyllable, double-syllable, trisyllable and quadra-syllable words. Except for
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monosyllables, all syllables form relationships in structure, which mainly include subject-verb
combination, object-verb combination, modified-middle combination, and moving-complement
combination. Three phonetic paragraph forms, 1+1+1, 1+2 and 2+1, each appear in trisyllables. The
1+1+1 type mainly appear in joint phrases, such as F#FhwZhiFHRw3A, H £ H mu*ni**mu (watching
and doing). The negative structures, however, are fixed as 1+2 types, like ¥ 3 H dza%/t"a*’'mu*® (don’t
cook) #{‘ddo=Fa=hi=2(not talking). Examples of 1+2 and 2+1 forms are as follows:

(3) subject-verb combination:

K the**mass/kha®? 6TTmaRaFdzi=

heart happy (happy) rain fall (rain)

object-verb combination:

T NzeF0%/vu> WYokwSluFzo0=B

potato buy (buy potatoes) knowledge learning (study)

verb-complement combination:

GWMNpiss/du*®la®® ®10t%%/a%3vu

take out (take out) bask dry (dry in the sun)

modified-middle combination:

O HONdza> mu*?/z0* $XNdno?'da’?/hi!

nicely learn (learn well) think talk (think before one speaks)

It can be seen that the combination mode of three-syllable words in Yi language is mainly 2+1, while
the verb complement structure favors 1+2; Whether in 1+2 or 2+1, the verb must be the monosyllabic
component. This can be demonstrated in the phonological paragraph detailing the expansion of
two-syllable words, as follows:

(4) Noun-Noun Compounds Noun -Verb Compounds

YHvos st ig meat (pork) HEtzeFeFHmake laws)

Y H#vospa® /s boar meat) * HI(FtzeFiFdeFmake laws)

HYHHvoss/suuupork barbecue) * K1t 0itzeFde>3tshu> (make laws)

Y8 Y voBparswuPu boarbarbecue) H i Oftze i3 tshu®* (make laws)

In these two sets of compound words, modified-middle combinationt#vo>su=fpork), both words are
nouns, so whether they are double syllables or single syllables, they can still be attached flexibly.
However, in the noun-verb combinations the only way a two-syllable verb may be attached is to a
two-syllable noun. Otherwise, two verb syllables are not permissible in these compounds. In the same
way, the single syllable verb tde®fmake) becomes a double syllable verb %(ide®tstu®? (make) is not
allowed. This indicates that the verb must be monosyllabic in Yi, and the nature of the verb will change
if the verb is legally extended from monosyllabic to polysyllabic. This is the effect of prosody on the

length of the verb.
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3. Category and Number of Syllables in Adjectives
In Yi, there are a large number of adjectives, and the rhythm is very beautiful, with powerful expression
and descriptive functionality. Yi adjectives are mainly divided into character adjectives and
status-adjectives, character adjective such as Mxw3good), ©ndza*(beautiful) ©HoBu=intelligent),
status-adjective such as J10a=®ru=3(white), P$vu>slo** (lush green), FHIdaBaBaFomall), SHENH
bi**mu*bi**go?'go?!(empty). It is possible for one word to have one to six syllables. All are synthesized,
mainly through word formation or conformation, that is, adding and overlapping to create a large
number of morphic adjectives.
3.1 “Grade “of Adjectives in Yi Language
In Yi, adjectives have typical “grade” categories, as follows:
(5) base words higher much higher
a. 0 66 08¥6
va® (good) vasva>® (very good) va>dzS¥aZquite good)
b. 9% ¥&F& PYEE
iFoHshort) iTWoRwH very short) iLWoRwRwHquite short)
c. J0 J100 J1HJI00
a*tsha® (hot) a*tsha®tsha? (very hot ) a**mu??a®tsha®tsha® (quite hot)
d. L1 N HHN
s0ZiH(straight) soZ:i=Zi=very straight) soZmuBoZi=2i={quite straight)
In the above example, the following points can be drawn: First of all, Yi adjectives have three forms in
additional affix, prefix infix and suffix. Secondly, Yi’s adjectives can be compatible with two cases,
word formation and configuration as in case 2. Adjectives by means of word formation combines the
two words “i=8o=® (short) and “zwr=B(son). The configuration method of the overlapping syllable
zwson), makes adjectives change on “grade”, thus it can be seen that Yi adjectives can be compatible
with formation and configuration in both cases. Thirdly, adjectives in Yi language have grade
differences after overlapping; the more overlapping syllables, the higher the degree of “grade”.
3.2 The number of Syllables and Grammatical Category of Adjectives
In terms of grammatical nature, adjectives in Yi have the following characteristics: First, although Yi
distinguishes nature adjectives and state adjectives when used in sentences, the boundary between
nature adjectives and state adjectives will change with the difference of the number of syllables. In
general, most monosyllabic adjectives can only modify monosyllabic nouns, while two-syllable
adjectives mainly modify two-syllable nouns, such as:
(6) Syllable collocation restriction
DIoWBU=F0FNaBuToBuFoBuHsmart)
ReveF=busveFFDusveRF)FHyellow flower)

O3> *voA0)> voA0ZH3])> (green vegetables)

These nature words carrying monosyllabic adjective modifiers double syllable nouns are obviously not
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permissible. Double syllable state adjectives modify double syllable nouns, such as vo3o2:3%§)>,
although such a word may exist, in practice, one needs to add “Hmu=3“su=8“Xta= etc. This is more
in line with the Yi language usage habits.

(7)* X ¥ JIcwd

XOE JIEk N4

ts")3 busveTTVBu=heFHu=

she flower yellow like (She likes yellow flowers)

Secondly, the superimposed state adjective is originally derived from the superimposed affix of
qualitative adjectives. The basic form of the adjective can only be a monosyllabic adjective rather than
a two-syllable adjective, as follows:

(8) A Pvuslo® vu>lo**lo* *a**vu>lo**lo* (lush green)

H o B HFaHFeFto keep one’s head up - signifying confidence)

0 R Rku=Zmo3Aku=Zmo=Zmo3*ku3ma=*no3no3A(boiling sweat- signifying to sweat profusely)

Third, the Yi monosyllabic adjectives have two situations after overlapping. One of which becomes the
question word and the other the state adjective, as follows:

(9) base words question words adjective words

NteiSFsour) tei*tei= s it sour) tei:2“teci=Pvery sour)

Bndzass(beautiful) ndza>*ndza*(is it beautiful) ndza:**ndza*(very beautiful)

Otshu=sweet) tshu®? “tghufis it sweet) tshu:#tshu=Fvery sweet)

J0aZHuFHwhite) *aTe uTBFH"uHis it white) *aThu: /Iy

It can be seen that in this kind of adjective variant, all the adjectives that can overlap are monosyllabic
adjectives, which mainly rely on the phonetic length to distinguish the word meaning and part of
speech. However, it is not allowed in two-syllable adjectives.

Although there are also two syllable state adjectives with overlapping affixes, there is no difference
between the state adjective and the overlapping state adjective depending on the phonetic duration like
that of single syllables, such as:

REMo3ziFsee clearly) mo=zi*dziFsee clearly) *mo8ziho=dzi=

This shows that words mainly occur in monosyllabic adjectives. The main reason is that the
characteristics of the adjective with two syllables are weakened, and more of them are transformed into
state adjectives.

Based on the above grammatical features, it can be seen that the number of syllables can distinguish
between nature adjectives or state adjectives. Especially in the two - syllable adjectives, the definition
of nature and state category is more vague. However, it can be concluded from a large number of
linguistic facts that only monosyllabic adjectives are nature adjectives in a strict sense, while those with

two or more syllables are more similar to state adjectives.
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4. Conclusion

To sum up, the number of syllables plays an important and decisive role in defining the category of
speech and the change of word morphology. Typical manifestations are the nominalization of verbs
after attaching morphemes, the division of word classes by syllables in adjectives, and the category of
“level” expressed by the number of syllables. From the perspective of prosodic word formation, the
number of syllables is a direct reflection of word length. The number of syllables allowed is bound by

grammatical function.
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