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Abstract

During the Renaissance period, Scottish universities made significant achievements in the field of
national literature education. This paper first reviews the origins and development of Scottish
universities, exploring the educational philosophies of the Renaissance, particularly the impact of
humanism on education. It then analyzes the curriculum and teaching methods of literary education in
Scottish universities, and examines the status of national literature within these institutions by
introducing key writers and works of the period. The paper further elaborates on the specific measures,
achievements, and challenges faced in the implementation of national literature education at Scottish
universities. Finally, it summarizes the influence of Renaissance-era Scottish university literature
education on modern literary education and proposes insights for contemporary educational reform.
This study aims to provide valuable experiences and references for modern education through the
examination of national literature education at Scottish universities.

Keywords

renaissance period, Scottish universities, national literature education

1. Introduction

The Renaissance period, roughly spanning from the 14th to the 17th century, marked a significant
transition in Europe from the medieval era to modern society (Colby, 2024). During this time, humanist
ideas spread widely across Europe, profoundly impacting literature, art, science, and education.
Humanism emphasized the value, dignity, and potential of individuals, advocating for a comprehensive
personal development through education, and significantly transforming the social and cultural
landscape of the time. Scottish universities, as key educational institutions of this period, played an
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important role in the Renaissance, not only promoting cultural revival in Scotland but also positively
influencing academic and educational practices throughout Europe (Chen & Li, 2024).

The origins of Scottish universities can be traced back to the early 15th century (Cristina & Simone,
2024). The University of St Andrews, founded in 1413, became Scotland's oldest university.
Subsequently, the University of Edinburgh (1582) and the University of Glasgow (1451) were
established. These universities rapidly grew to become important centers for academic research and
higher education in Europe. They achieved outstanding success in both academic research and teaching,
and played a crucial role in national literature education by offering a diverse range of literary courses,
thereby nurturing generations of scholars and students with profound cultural literacy and critical
thinking skills.

Exploring the national literature education in Scottish universities during the Renaissance not only
helps to understand the educational philosophies and practices of that period but also provides valuable
experiences and insights for modern education (Giulia, 2024). By reviewing and analyzing the literary
education in Scottish universities, we can better comprehend the importance of national literature
education and examine its impact on contemporary educational reform. Through this research, we hope
to uncover the educational wisdom of the Renaissance period, offering useful references for today's

educators and promoting continuous progress and innovation in modern education.

2. Scottish Universities During the Renaissance

2.1 The Origins and Development of Scottish Universities

Scottish university education began with the establishment of the University of St Andrews. In 1413, St
Andrews received a papal bull, becoming the first university in Scotland (Wang, 2023). Subsequently,
the University of Edinburgh (1582) and the University of Glasgow (1451) were founded, further
advancing higher education in Scotland. These universities not only gained a strong reputation
domestically but also attracted scholars and students from across Europe.

2.2 Educational Ideals During the Renaissance

The rise of humanist ideas during the Renaissance had a profound impact on the educational ideals of
Scottish universities (Aoul, 2023). Humanism emphasized the value, dignity, and potential of
individuals, advocating for the improvement of human qualities and abilities through education. During
this period, Scottish universities focused on the revival of classical knowledge, emphasizing

comprehensive education in literature, philosophy, and science.

3. Literary Education in Scottish Universities

3.1 Curriculum of Literary Education

During the Renaissance, the curriculum for literary education in Scottish universities was extensive,
covering both classical and local literature (Zhang, 2023). The curriculum is shown in Figure 1.

Classical literature courses formed an essential part of literary education at Scottish universities,
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primarily focusing on the study of ancient Greek and Roman literature (Chloe, 2023). Works by Homer,
Virgil, and Horace held significant positions in the curriculum. Homer's "Iliad" and "Odyssey" were not
only epic benchmarks but also influenced later literary creations through their narrative styles and
character portrayals. Virgil's "Aeneid" stood as the pinnacle of Roman literature, integrating Greek
literary traditions with the historical context of the Roman Empire. Horace's poetry, known for its
beautiful language and profound philosophy, served as models for students to study and emulate.

These classical works provided students with rich literary knowledge. Through detailed textual analysis,
students could grasp the structures, themes, and rhetorical techniques of ancient literature. Furthermore,
these courses also focused on enhancing students' language and expression skills. Through reading and
translating, students not only improved their proficiency in Latin and ancient Greek but also
strengthened their command of their native language.

Alongside classical literature, Scottish universities placed significant emphasis on local literature
courses. These courses mainly dealt with Scottish literary works and traditions, including Scottish
poetry and folklore. Scottish poems such as the "Scots Epics" and "Highland Lyrical Poetry" reflected
the lives and emotions of the Scottish people and highlighted the unique historical and cultural
background of Scotland (Albert & Paul, 2022).

Folklore, as a crucial part of Scotland's cultural heritage, was also included in the curriculum. Passed
down orally through generations, these rich and diverse tales included myths, hero stories, and folk
tales. These courses helped students understand and preserve Scotland's cultural heritage and ignited
their interest and passion for national literature. By studying local literature, students could deeply
understand Scotland's historical context and cultural connotations, thereby enhancing their national

pride and cultural identity.

National literature education course of

Scottish University
A4 . 4
| Classic literature | | Native literature |
I [
¥ Y ¥ v
Ancient Greek literature | | Ancient rome literature | | Scottish poetry | | Folklore

Figure 1. Curriculum of Scottish University

3.2 Teaching Methods in Literary Education

Literary education at Scottish universities focused on a variety of teaching methods to achieve the best
outcomes at different learning stages and for different learning objectives. The teaching method is
shown in Figure 2.

Lectures were one of the most commonly used methods in literary education at Scottish universities.

Professors provided systematic explanations to help students fully understand literary theories and
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knowledge. During lectures, professors would explain the background, structure, themes, and artistic
features of literary works in detail, helping students build a comprehensive understanding of literary
pieces. For example, when teaching Homer's "Iliad," professors would introduce the historical context
of the Trojan War and analyze the main characters, narrative techniques, and poetic devices in the work.
This systematic teaching not only helped students grasp basic literary knowledge but also laid a solid
foundation for their further research.

Discussions were another crucial teaching method in literary education at Scottish universities.
Through teacher-student interactions, discussions promoted a deep understanding of literary works and
the development of critical thinking. In discussion classes, students were encouraged to actively
participate, express their views, and engage in exchanges with classmates and professors. For instance,
when discussing Shakespeare's plays, students could explore the characters' motivations, plot
developments, and use of language. This approach not only enabled students to gain a deeper
understanding of the works but also helped develop their logical thinking and communication skills.
Scottish universities also placed great importance on textual analysis as a teaching method (Kuang,
2021). Students were trained to closely read and analyze literary works, learning how to interpret and
evaluate them from different perspectives. Textual analysis involved understanding the content of the
works as well as examining the author's writing techniques and rhetorical methods. For example, when
analyzing Virgil's "Aeneid," students needed to focus on the poem's structure, language features, and
how narrative techniques conveyed the themes. This thorough training in textual analysis helped
students develop independent thinking and critical evaluation skills.

The cultivation of critical thinking was a constant focus in the literary education at Scottish universities.
Through various teaching methods, students were guided to question and reflect, developing
independent judgment and innovative thinking skills. For instance, when studying different literary
theories and critical methods, students needed to analyze their applicability and limitations and try to
apply them to specific literary works. This approach not only enhanced students' literary competence
but also enabled them to develop critical thinking skills in a broader cultural and social context.
Through diverse curriculum settings and teaching methods, literary education at Scottish universities
provided students with a comprehensive and in-depth learning experience. These methods helped
students master a wealth of literary knowledge while also developing their language skills, critical
thinking, and independent analysis abilities, laying a solid foundation for their further development in

the field of literature.
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Methods of literature education in
Scottish universities

v ¥
Method of lecture | | Discussion method | | Text analysis method
Cultivate language Cultivate critical Cultivate the ability of
ability thinking independent analysis

Figure 2. Teaching Methods in Scottish Universities

4. The Role of National Literature in Scottish Universities

4.1 Definition and Scope of National Literature

Scottish universities have implemented a series of specific and effective measures to ensure the quality
and effectiveness of national literature education.

Firstly, the selection and use of teaching materials are crucial steps. Scottish universities have chosen a
wide range of classical and local literary works as textbooks. These textbooks not only cover a broad
spectrum of literary works but also emphasize diversity and representativeness. For example, Homer's
"Iliad," Virgil's "Aeneid," and Shakespeare's plays such as "Hamlet" and "Macbeth" have become the
main content for student learning and research. These classical literary works provide students with a
wealth of literary knowledge. Through detailed textual analysis, students can grasp the structure,
themes, and rhetorical techniques of ancient literature. Additionally, these courses also enhance
students' language and expression skills. Through reading and translating, students not only improve
their proficiency in Latin and ancient Greek but also strengthen their command of their native
language.

The allocation of teaching staff is an important aspect of ensuring the quality of national literature
education. Scottish universities have hired a group of professors and scholars with profound expertise
in literary studies. These teachers not only possess rich teaching experience but also have in-depth
research and unique insights in the field of Scottish literature and related areas. Through lectures and
guidance, they help students deeply understand the artistic charm and cultural connotations of literary
works.

Scottish universities employ a variety of teaching methods to achieve the best outcomes at different
learning stages and for different learning objectives. Lectures are one of the most commonly used
methods. Professors provide systematic explanations to help students fully understand literary theories
and knowledge. During lectures, professors explain the background, structure, themes, and artistic
features of literary works in detail, helping students build a comprehensive understanding of literary

pieces. Discussion is another method that promotes deep understanding and critical thinking through
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teacher-student interaction. Additionally, Scottish universities place great emphasis on textual analysis
and the cultivation of critical thinking. Students learn to interpret and evaluate literary works from
different perspectives by reading and analyzing them, developing their viewpoints and insights.

To support the implementation of literary education, Scottish universities have made substantial
investments in academic resources. Libraries have rich collections of literary books and research
materials for students and teachers to consult and use. Moreover, universities subscribe to numerous
academic journals and databases to ensure that students and teachers have timely access to the latest
academic research findings. The ample provision of academic resources provides strong support for
literary education.

4.2 Major Writers and Works

Through systematic national literature education, Scottish universities have cultivated a group of
students with high literary literacy and strong cultural identity. These students not only possess solid
literary knowledge and critical thinking skills but also have a deep understanding and love for Scottish
history and culture. For example, many students have developed a keen interest in Scottish poetry,
folklore, and historical stories during their studies and actively participated in related research and
creative activities. Moreover, national literature education has also developed students' comprehensive
abilities. Through in-depth analysis and discussion of literary works, students learn to think about
problems from different perspectives, developing independent thinking and critical evaluation skills.
These abilities not only play a crucial role in academic research but also lay a solid foundation for
students' future career development.

Scottish universities' national literature education has also promoted cultural inheritance and innovation.
Through research and promotion of local literature, students have not only inherited Scotland's rich
cultural heritage but also innovated on this basis, creating new literary works and enriching Scotland's
literary tradition. However, national literature education also faces some challenges. Firstly, there is a
shortage of teaching resources. Despite the efforts made by Scottish universities in terms of textbooks
and faculty allocation, the pressure on the distribution of teaching resources has increased with the
expansion of educational scale and the increase in the number of students. How to ensure that each
student can receive high-quality education under limited resource conditions is an urgent problem that
needs to be addressed. Secondly, students' interests are changing. With the changing times, students'
interests and needs are also constantly evolving. How to maintain the advantages of traditional national
literature education while adapting to modern students' interests and needs is another challenge that
educators need to face. For example, how to integrate modern technology with traditional literature
education, using digital teaching methods to attract students' attention and improve teaching
effectiveness, is an important direction for current educational reform. Additionally, the cultural
diversity brought by globalization poses new challenges to national literature education. In the context
of globalization, students are exposed to a more diverse range of cultures and literature, which to some

extent weakens their focus and recognition of their national literature. How to enhance students'
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recognition of their national literature in a multicultural environment is a question that educators need
to consider.

In summary, Scottish universities have made significant achievements in national literature education,
cultivating a group of students with high literary literacy and strong cultural identity. However, in the
face of challenges such as insufficient teaching resources and changing student interests, Scottish
universities need to continuously innovate and improve educational methods to meet the educational

needs of the new era.

5. Implementation and Impact of National Literature Education

5.1 Specific Measures for Implementation

Scottish universities implemented a series of concrete measures to ensure effective national literature
education. Firstly, the selection and use of teaching materials were crucial. Universities chose a wide
range of classical and local literary works as textbooks. For example, Homer's "lliad," Virgil's
"Aeneid," and Shakespeare's plays were included to help students gain an in-depth understanding and
study of these works. Secondly, the allocation of teaching staff was significant. Universities hired
professors and scholars with profound expertise in literary studies to ensure high-quality teaching
(Zhang, 2020).

To maintain high standards of faculty, Scottish universities encouraged teachers to engage in academic
research and international exchanges, continuously updating teaching content and methods. Regular
academic lectures and seminars provided platforms for teachers and students to communicate and learn,
promoting the continuous development and innovation of literary education.

5.2 Achievements and Challenges of National Literature Education

Through national literature education, Scottish universities cultivated students with high literary
literacy and strong cultural identity. These students not only possessed solid literary knowledge and
critical thinking skills but also had a deep understanding and love for Scottish history and culture.
However, national literature education also faced challenges, such as insufficient teaching resources

and changing student interests.

6. Modern Insights from National Literature Education in Scottish Universities during the
Renaissance

6.1 Influence on Modern Literary Education

The national literature education of Scottish universities during the Renaissance period has a significant
impact on modern literary education. The educational philosophy of this period emphasized the
transmission of humanist ideas, valuing the individual’s worth, dignity, and potential. Modern literary
education should inherit and promote these ideas, focusing on the comprehensive development of
students. This involves not only imparting knowledge but also cultivating students' critical thinking

abilities and innovative spirit. The curriculum design and teaching methods of Scottish universities
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during the Renaissance provide valuable lessons for modern literary education. By offering a wide
variety of literary courses, Scottish universities exposed students to a broad range of literary works,
including classical and local literature. This diverse curriculum helped cultivate students' literary
literacy and broaden their perspectives. Modern literary education should draw on this experience by
setting diverse courses that cover different types and styles of literary works, fostering students'
aesthetic tastes and literary appreciation skills.

In terms of teaching methods, Scottish universities employed a variety of approaches such as lectures,
discussions, and textual analysis, emphasizing teacher-student interaction and active student
participation. Through lectures, professors systematically explained literary theories and knowledge,
helping students build a comprehensive understanding of literature. Through discussions, students were
encouraged to actively participate in classroom debates, enhancing their expression abilities and critical
thinking. Through textual analysis, students were trained to interpret and evaluate literary works from
different perspectives, developing their independent thinking skills. These teaching methods provide
important reference value for modern literary education. Modern education should emphasize the
diversification of teaching methods to promote the comprehensive development of students.

6.2 Implications for Contemporary Educational Reform

The national literature education of Scottish universities provides valuable insights for contemporary
educational reform. Localizing the educational content is a significant direction for modern educational
reform. During the Renaissance period, Scottish universities placed great importance on the inheritance
and promotion of local literature. Through the study of Scottish local literary works, they cultivated
students' cultural identity and national pride. Modern education should emphasize the inheritance and
promotion of national culture and literature, offering relevant courses that enable students to understand
and appreciate their national literary works, thereby enhancing their cultural confidence and identity.
Furthermore, the relationship between literature education and cultural identity is worth in-depth
consideration in modern education. Modern education should fully utilize the platform of literature
education, offering diverse literary courses and teaching activities to cultivate students' cultural identity
and social responsibility, promoting social harmony and progress. By inheriting and promoting
humanistic ideas, focusing on the diversity of curriculum design and teaching methods, and advancing
the localization of educational content and the cultivation of cultural identity, modern education can
continuously develop and progress in the new era. This approach will nurture more high-quality talents

with a strong sense of cultural identity, contributing significantly to social harmony and progress.

7. Conclusion

During the Renaissance, Scottish universities successfully implemented national literature education
through rich curriculum design and diverse teaching methods. This education not only improved
students' literary literacy but also enhanced their recognition and love for their national culture. The

educational practices of Scottish universities provide valuable experiences and insights for modern
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education. Future literary education should continue to draw from Renaissance educational
philosophies and practices, emphasizing the inheritance and promotion of national literature. By
continuously innovating and reforming, literary education will play a greater role in modern society,

promoting personal development and social progress.
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