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Abstract 

This paper explores the significance and paths of promoting people-to-people diplomacy between 

China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. It aims to analyze and evaluate the role and 

potential of people-to-people diplomacy in strengthening bilateral relations and promoting cooperation. 

By outlining the historical background and current status of relations between China and these 

countries, the paper discusses in detail the definition, importance, and role of people-to-people 

diplomacy in international relations. It further analyzes current people-to-people exchanges and 

diplomatic achievements between China and its neighboring Southeast Asian countries, and proposes 

specific paths and strategic recommendations in terms of government support, participation of social 

organizations, and educational and cultural exchanges. The study concludes that promoting 

people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries not only helps 

to foster long-term stability in bilateral relations but also injects new momentum into regional and 

global cooperation. 
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1. Introduction 

The relationship between China and its neighboring Southeast Asian countries has deep historical roots 

and close cultural ties. With the progress of globalization and regional integration, economic, political, 

and cultural exchanges between China and these countries have become increasingly frequent and close. 

People-to-people diplomacy, as an important supplement and extension of intergovernmental relations, 

bears the significant mission of deepening bilateral friendly cooperation and promoting regional 

stability and prosperity. This paper aims to deeply explore the significance and paths of promoting 
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people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries, and how to 

further enhance the depth and breadth of bilateral relations through strengthened people-to-people 

exchanges and cooperation. Firstly, this chapter will review the historical development and current 

status of relations between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries, and further explore the 

role and importance of people-to-people diplomacy in promoting these relations. 

 

2. Overview of China and Neighboring Southeast Asian Countries Relations 

2.1 Historical Background and Development 

China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries have had close cultural and economic ties since 

ancient times. In ancient times, China and Southeast Asian countries conducted trade through the Silk 

Road, jointly writing a history of mutual benefit and win-win cooperation. The deepening of modern 

relations between China and these countries began in the mid-20th century (Bing, 2019). In the 1950s, 

China and Southeast Asian countries established a solid political alliance under the common goal of 

resisting imperialism and colonialism. During this period, the two sides supported each other, jointly 

resisted foreign invasions, and deepened mutual political trust. With changes in the global landscape 

and domestic development, relations between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries have 

undergone multiple stages of development and adjustment. From the late 1970s to the early 1980s, the 

two sides had some differences in international affairs but continued to maintain close economic 

cooperation. From the late 1980s to the early 1990s, relations between China and these countries 

welcomed new development opportunities, especially in the fields of economy and trade, where 

extensive cooperation promoted stability and prosperity both regionally and beyond. Currently, 

relations between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries are at one of their best periods in 

history. The two sides maintain high-level political exchanges, close economic cooperation, and 

frequent cultural interactions. China is one of the largest trading partners and sources of investment for 

Southeast Asian countries, while these countries are also important partners for China in Southeast Asia. 

The two sides closely coordinate on regional and international affairs, jointly committed to maintaining 

regional peace and stability. Overall, the relationship between China and neighboring Southeast Asian 

countries is built on traditional friendship and mutual respect, continuously advancing towards higher 

levels of development. In the future, with further strengthening of cooperation, especially in 

connectivity, cultural exchanges, and innovative cooperation, the relationship between China and these 

countries is expected to embrace new historical opportunities, benefiting the people of both sides and 

promoting regional peace and prosperity (Wen, 2021). 

2.2 Strategic Significance of Current Relations 

Currently, the relationship between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries extends beyond 

bilateral scope and holds significant strategic importance at regional and global levels. As important 
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regions in East and Southeast Asia, the relationship between China and these countries directly impacts 

the stability and development of the entire Asia-Pacific region. Firstly, the political stability and close 

cooperation between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries are crucial for maintaining 

regional peace and stability. Through high-level visits and regular dialogue mechanisms, the two sides 

enhance political trust and jointly address challenges and threats both within and outside the region. For 

example, despite some differences on the South China Sea issue, the two sides strive to maintain 

regional peace and security through dialogue and consultation. Secondly, economic cooperation is a 

vital pillar of the relationship between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. China is the 

largest trading partner and source of investment for these countries, and the two sides engage in 

extensive cooperation in areas such as energy, infrastructure construction, and agriculture. China’s Belt 

and Road Initiative aligns with the development strategies of Southeast Asian countries, providing an 

important platform for deepening mutually beneficial cooperation. Furthermore, people-to-people and 

cultural exchanges form an important part of the relationship between China and neighboring Southeast 

Asian countries (Xing, 2020). Educational, cultural, and tourism exchanges between the two sides are 

continually increasing, promoting mutual understanding and friendship among the people. This deep 

interaction not only enhances emotional ties among the people but also lays a solid foundation for the 

long-term stability of bilateral relations. In summary, the current relationship between China and 

neighboring Southeast Asian countries holds significant importance for both parties and contributes 

positively to the peace, stability, and prosperity of the entire Asia-Pacific region. With further 

cooperation and communication, the relationship between China and these countries is poised to 

achieve broader development prospects in the new historical period. 

 

3. The Concept and Importance of People-to-People Diplomacy 

3.1 Definition and Connotation of People-to-People Diplomacy 

People-to-people diplomacy refers to the non-official and non-governmental interactions and 

cooperation between individuals from different countries. It emphasizes direct interactions between 

individuals and non-state entities, encompassing a wide range of exchanges in cultural, educational, 

economic, and social fields. Unlike traditional government-to-government diplomacy, people-to-people 

diplomacy focuses more on grassroots participation and interactions among the populace, fostering 

intercultural understanding and cooperation, and enhancing friendship and trust among peoples. The 

connotation of people-to-people diplomacy is quite rich, not limited to cultural exchanges between 

individuals but also including cooperation and exchanges among Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs), academic institutions, youth groups, and enterprises. For instance, educational exchange 

programs can promote the development of young talents and enhance international understanding; 

cultural and artistic exchange activities can promote the traditional cultures of various countries and 
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encourage cultural innovation; economic cooperation projects can facilitate trade and investment 

cooperation, promoting regional economic prosperity. In the context of globalization and information 

technology, people-to-people diplomacy, as an important component of international relations, is 

gaining increasing strategic significance (Ketels, 2020). It not only helps to resolve political differences 

and conflicts but also promotes the reform and upgrade of the global governance system, working 

towards a more just, inclusive, and mutually beneficial international order. Through people-to-people 

diplomacy, countries can engage in broader and deeper cooperation based on common interests and 

goals, jointly addressing global challenges such as climate change, food security, and public health, 

thereby making positive contributions to world peace and development. Therefore, strengthening and 

deepening people-to-people diplomacy not only helps to advance the common progress of the 

international community but also provides new momentum and opportunities for building a community 

with a shared future for humanity. In future developments, countries should pay more attention to and 

utilize the potential of people-to-people diplomacy, continuously expanding its influence and role in 

international relations, and jointly building a peaceful, stable, and prosperous world. 

3.1 Role and Importance of People-to-People Diplomacy in International Relations 

People-to-people diplomacy plays an increasingly important role in contemporary international 

relations, becoming a crucial bridge and link for promoting mutual understanding, enhancing trust, and 

fostering cooperation among nations. Firstly, people-to-people diplomacy, by promoting direct contact 

and exchanges among people, helps to deepen cultural understanding and friendly relations between 

countries. Through cultural, artistic, and sports exchange activities, people from different countries can 

gain a more intuitive understanding of each other’s cultural traditions, social values, and lifestyles, 

thereby eliminating prejudices and fostering mutual respect and inclusiveness. Secondly, 

people-to-people diplomacy plays a significant role in the economic field. Private enterprises, chambers 

of commerce, and NGOs play important roles in international trade, investment, and industrial 

cooperation. By carrying out transnational economic cooperation projects, promoting technology 

transfer, and fostering innovation cooperation, they not only drive economic growth and employment 

but also promote mutual benefit and win-win outcomes among countries. Thirdly, people-to-people 

diplomacy has unique advantages and roles in promoting global governance and addressing global 

challenges. Faced with transnational issues such as climate change, environmental protection, and food 

security, civil organizations and NGOs can transcend national boundaries, mobilize global resources 

and efforts, and jointly formulate and implement effective solutions. By establishing transnational 

cooperation networks and promoting the signing and implementation of international conventions, they 

make important contributions to sustainable development and common prosperity of the global 

community (Zhang, 2022). Overall, people-to-people diplomacy not only expands the diversity and 

breadth of inter-state diplomacy but also enhances the stability and predictability of international 
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relations. Through multi-level and multi-angle exchanges and cooperation, it provides strong support 

and impetus for building a peaceful, inclusive, and cooperative international society. Therefore, 

countries should emphasize and strengthen the development of people-to-people diplomacy, actively 

creating an international environment conducive to people-to-people exchanges and cooperation, and 

jointly promoting the global governance system towards a more just and effective direction. 

 

4. Analysis of the Current State of People-to-People Diplomacy between China and Neighboring 

Southeast Asian Countries 

4.1 Current People-to-People Exchange Activities between China and Neighboring Southeast Asian 

Countries 

People-to-people exchange activities between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries are 

becoming increasingly frequent and diverse, covering multiple fields such as culture, education, and 

economy, providing important platforms for mutual understanding and friendly cooperation between 

the peoples of both regions. Firstly, cultural exchange is an important component of people-to-people 

diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. The two regions often hold 

cultural festivals, art exhibitions, and cultural performances to showcase their unique cultural arts, 

enhancing cultural awareness and emotional exchanges among the people. For example, the Chinese 

volunteer teacher program in Southeast Asian countries not only helps local students learn Chinese but 

also promotes cultural exchange and understanding between the youths of the two regions. Secondly, 

educational cooperation serves as a vital carrier of people-to-people diplomacy between China and 

neighboring Southeast Asian countries. The Chinese government supports students from Southeast 

Asian countries to study in China through scholarships and the establishment of Chinese language 

teaching centers, promoting academic exchanges and talent cultivation between the youths of both 

regions. Meanwhile, Southeast Asian countries actively promote their culture and language studies in 

China, strengthening mutual understanding and friendship between the youths of the two regions. 

Moreover, economic cooperation has become a new highlight of people-to-people diplomacy between 

China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. With the advancement of the Belt and Road 

Initiative, China and these countries have engaged in extensive cooperation in infrastructure 

construction, energy resource development, and information technology. Private enterprises and 

chambers of commerce explore market potential through joint ventures and technical cooperation, 

promoting mutual benefit and win-win economic development between the two regions. Overall, 

current people-to-people exchange activities between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries 

have become important pillars and driving forces of bilateral relations. Through multi-field exchanges 

and cooperation in culture, education, and economy, mutual understanding and friendly cooperation 

between the peoples of China and Southeast Asian countries continue to deepen, laying a solid 
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foundation for the long-term development of bilateral relations. In the future, as cooperation further 

strengthens, people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries is 

expected to embrace broader development prospects, making new and greater contributions to regional 

peace, stability, and shared prosperity (Shuto, 2018). 

4.2 Analysis of Diplomatic Achievements and Cooperation Projects 

China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries have achieved significant results and cooperation 

projects in the field of people-to-people diplomacy, which have not only deepened the friendly relations 

between their peoples but also injected new momentum into the development of bilateral relations. 

Firstly, in terms of cultural exchanges, China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries regularly hold 

various cultural activities and art exhibitions to showcase the rich cultural heritage and artistic 

achievements of both regions. For example, the China Cultural Center in Southeast Asian countries 

organizes Chinese film festivals and traditional art exhibitions, which are well-received by the local 

populace, promoting cultural interaction and understanding between China and Southeast Asia. 

Additionally, the Chinese volunteer teacher program in various Southeast Asian countries provides 

local students with opportunities to learn Chinese and understand Chinese culture, strengthening 

cultural exchanges and friendships among the youths of both regions. Secondly, in the field of 

education, the Chinese government supports students from neighboring Southeast Asian countries to 

study in China by establishing scholarships and Chinese language teaching centers. These measures not 

only promote academic exchanges and talent cultivation between the two regions but also cultivate 

more friendly envoys for the long-term development of China-Southeast Asia relations. Furthermore, in 

economic cooperation, China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries have engaged in extensive 

collaboration under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative. Chinese enterprises participate in 

infrastructure projects in Southeast Asian countries, such as rail transportation and water conservancy 

projects, contributing positively to economic development and improving the livelihood of the people 

in Southeast Asia. At the same time, Southeast Asian countries have become important partners along 

the Belt and Road, strengthening economic ties and mutual trust with China through economic 

cooperation. In summary, China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries have achieved significant 

results in cultural, educational, and economic cooperation projects. These achievements have not only 

promoted mutual understanding and friendship between their peoples but also laid a solid foundation 

for the further deepening and development of China-Southeast Asia relations. In the future, with 

continued cooperation, people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian 

countries will continue to play an important role, making new and greater contributions to regional 

peace, stability, and shared prosperity (Wen, 2023). 
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5. The Significance of Promoting People-to-People Diplomacy between China and Neighboring 

Southeast Asian Countries 

5.1 Political Significance 

Promoting people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries 

holds significant political importance. Firstly, people-to-people diplomacy fosters direct exchanges and 

understanding among the people, helping to enhance mutual trust and friendly relations between the 

two countries. This mutual trust not only manifests at the grassroots level but also positively influences 

intergovernmental cooperation and consultation. For instance, with a solid foundation of extensive 

people-to-people exchanges, governments can more easily reach consensus and interact on major 

political issues or international affairs, thereby promoting stable bilateral relations. Secondly, 

people-to-people diplomacy can complement official diplomacy, making it more flexible in handling 

complex or sensitive issues. Through non-official channels, people-to-people exchanges and 

cooperation can more promptly address public concerns and provide diverse perspectives and 

suggestions in diplomatic negotiations and policy-making. This supplementary role not only enriches 

the levels and means of diplomacy but also enhances the resilience and sustainability of bilateral 

relations. Overall, people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian 

countries is politically significant in that it promotes stable and developing bilateral relations and 

provides a broader and deeper public opinion foundation and cooperation opportunities for the 

governments. In the future, as bilateral relations further deepen and people-to-people exchanges 

continue to expand, people-to-people diplomacy will play an increasingly important role in promoting 

regional peace and development (Pang, Tang, & Xie, 2022). 

5.2 Economic Significance 

Promoting people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries has 

significant economic implications. Firstly, by enhancing commercial ties and cooperation among the 

people, it can promote the complementary and coordinated development of the two economies. For 

example, people-to-people diplomatic activities may lead to more trade opportunities and investment 

projects, which can increase trade volume and economic exchanges between the two countries and 

optimize economic structures and upgrade industries. Secondly, people-to-people diplomacy can 

facilitate technology transfer and innovation cooperation between the two countries. In the context of 

globalization and digitalization, people-to-people diplomacy provides an essential platform for 

enterprises and research institutions from both sides to explore new technologies and products together. 

This technological cooperation not only helps enhance corporate competitiveness but also fosters the 

formation of a cross-border innovation ecosystem, thereby promoting regional and even global 

economic development. Overall, the economic significance of people-to-people diplomacy between 

China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries lies not only in promoting trade and investment 
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growth but also in encouraging technological cooperation and innovation, thereby optimizing and 

upgrading economic structures. In the future, as bilateral economic cooperation deepens and 

people-to-people exchanges strengthen, people-to-people diplomacy will continue to be a crucial bridge 

and driving force for economic development and shared prosperity between the two countries. 

5.3 Cultural Significance 

Promoting people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries is of 

profound cultural significance. Firstly, by strengthening cultural exchanges and understanding among 

the people, it can enhance mutual cultural recognition and respect, promoting the coexistence and 

development of cultural diversity. Such cultural exchanges not only broaden the cultural horizons of the 

people but also deepen their understanding and respect for each other’s traditions, histories, and values. 

Secondly, people-to-people diplomacy can serve as an important channel and vehicle for cultural soft 

power. Through art exhibitions, cultural festivals, and language learning programs, people from both 

sides can more directly experience and appreciate each other’s unique cultural charm. This display of 

cultural soft power not only helps to enhance the influence and image of the two countries on the 

international stage but also promotes the exchange and sharing of global cultural diversity. Overall, the 

cultural significance of promoting people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring 

Southeast Asian countries lies not only in fostering cultural exchanges and understanding but also in 

enhancing cultural soft power and promoting the beautiful image of both cultures. In the future, as 

people-to-people exchanges deepen and diversify, people-to-people diplomacy will continue to make 

positive contributions to promoting cultural diversity and global cultural exchange. 

 

6. Path Research and Recommendations 

6.1 Government Support and Policy Promotion 

Government support and policy promotion play a crucial role in advancing people-to-people diplomacy 

between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. Firstly, the government can formulate and 

implement policies and regulations that support people-to-people diplomacy, providing legal and policy 

guarantees for people-to-people exchanges. These policies can include simplifying visa procedures, 

providing financial support, and establishing cultural exchange funds to enable more non-governmental 

organizations and individuals to participate in cultural exchanges between China and neighboring 

Southeast Asian countries. Secondly, the government can guide and promote cooperation and 

exchanges in various fields in advancing people-to-people diplomacy. For instance, in the field of 

education, the government can encourage academic exchanges and student visits; in the field of culture 

and arts, it can support exchanges and performances by artists and cultural groups; in the economic 

field, it can promote cooperation and investment between enterprises. Additionally, the government can 

strengthen cultural exchanges and cooperation between China and neighboring Southeast Asian 
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countries through diplomatic channels and international organizations. On the international stage, the 

government can advocate and promote the exhibition and exchange of cultural activities between China 

and Southeast Asian countries, enhancing the cultural influence and image of both countries in the 

international community. Overall, government support and policy promotion are key factors in 

advancing people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. 

Through effective policy measures and government support, a favorable policy environment and 

implementation conditions can be created for the deepening and broad development of 

people-to-people diplomacy. 

6.2 Role of Social Organizations and Civil Groups 

Social organizations and civil groups play a crucial role in advancing people-to-people diplomacy 

between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. These organizations and groups can serve as 

connectors and bridges, promoting people-to-people exchanges and cooperation between the two 

countries. Firstly, social organizations and civil groups play a key role in cultural exchanges. They 

organize cultural exhibitions, art performances, language learning programs, and traditional festivals to 

enhance mutual understanding and friendship between the people of China and neighboring Southeast 

Asian countries. For example, art groups can organize cross-border exchanges among artists, deepening 

the public’s appreciation and understanding of each other’s cultures. Secondly, social organizations and 

civil groups play an important role in educational and academic exchanges. They can facilitate visits 

and cooperation between students and scholars, promoting the sharing and exchange of academic 

research outcomes. By establishing academic cooperation projects and exchange platforms, long-term 

cooperation and development in education between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries 

can be fostered. Furthermore, social organizations and civil groups serve as bridges in economic 

cooperation and humanistic exchanges. They can organize business delegations, fairs, and trade shows 

to promote cooperation and investment between enterprises from both sides. Additionally, by 

organizing volunteer service projects and community development plans, they enhance interactions and 

cooperation among various social sectors in both countries. Overall, social organizations and civil 

groups are important participants in people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring 

Southeast Asian countries. Through various forms of exchanges and cooperation, they contribute 

positively to the deepening and establishment of friendly relations between the two countries. The 

government can support and encourage the activities of these organizations and groups to further 

promote the development and prosperity of people-to-people diplomacy. 

6.3 Importance of Educational and Cultural Exchanges 

Educational and cultural exchanges are crucial in advancing people-to-people diplomacy between 

China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries. These fields not only enhance mutual understanding 

and friendship among the people but also lay a solid foundation for long-term bilateral relations. Firstly, 
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educational exchanges are a key avenue for enhancing connections between the youths of China and 

neighboring Southeast Asian countries. By promoting mutual visits and academic cooperation between 

students and scholars, both sides can deepen their understanding of each other’s cultures, histories, and 

values. This not only helps to break down cultural barriers but also nurtures future leaders and bridges 

for international exchange. Secondly, cultural exchanges play an important role in promoting cultural 

diversity and richness. China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries have long and rich cultural 

traditions. Through art performances, cultural festivals, and language learning programs, the public can 

enhance their recognition and appreciation of each other’s cultures. Such cross-cultural interactions not 

only promote the protection and inheritance of cultural heritage but also provide a platform for better 

understanding and respecting different cultural backgrounds in the context of globalization. 

Furthermore, educational and cultural exchanges can also promote economic cooperation and 

humanistic development. By establishing cooperation projects and exchange platforms, the two 

countries can collaborate in educational technology, cultural and creative industries, and other fields. 

This cooperation not only brings economic benefits but also improves people’s living standards and 

promotes social civilization and common progress. In summary, educational and cultural exchanges are 

of irreplaceable importance in advancing people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring 

Southeast Asian countries. The government and various social sectors should strengthen cooperation in 

sharing educational resources and promoting cultural exchanges to lay a solid foundation for deepening 

bilateral relations and long-term friendly cooperation. 

 

7. Conclusion 

Promoting people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries 

holds significant political, economic, and cultural importance and is a key path to comprehensive 

development of bilateral relations. Politically, strengthening high-level exchanges and policy dialogues 

can enhance political trust and promote regional peace and stability. Economically, leveraging 

complementary advantages can deepen trade and economic cooperation, jointly addressing global 

challenges and promoting regional prosperity. Culturally, educational and cultural exchanges can 

enhance mutual understanding and friendship among the people and promote common cultural progress. 

To effectively advance people-to-people diplomacy between China and neighboring Southeast Asian 

countries, it is recommended that the government strengthens policy support and institutional 

development to provide more convenience and assurance for people-to-people exchanges. At the same 

time, social organizations and civil groups should play their roles as bridges and links, actively 

promoting humanistic exchanges and people-to-people friendship. Educational and cultural exchanges 

should be integral parts of bilateral relations, with strengthened planning and implementation of 

academic cooperation and cultural exchange projects. In conclusion, through multi-level and all-around 
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cooperation and exchanges, China and neighboring Southeast Asian countries can achieve more results 

in people-to-people diplomacy, realize mutual benefit and win-win outcomes, and jointly promote 

regional and global peace and development. 
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